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 Supported locally by: Berkshire United Way ● Northern Berk-

shire United Way ● Williamstown Community Chest ● City of 

Pittsfield ● Verizon Foundation ● Town of Great Barrington ● 

Berkshire Life Charitable Foundation ● Women’s Fund of W. 

Mass. ● Aria Foundation ● The Green Foundation ● Berkshire 

Bank Foundation ● Many community members, groups, busi-

nesses, and towns ● 

 
Pittsfield - 43 Francis Ave. 

(413) 499-2425 
Gt. Barrington - 40 Railroad St. 

(413) 429-8190 
North Adams - 85 Main St. 

(413) 663-7459 
24 hour hotline 1-866-401-2425 

 

Standing up to Sexual Assault  

 Each April for Sexual As-

sault Awareness Month (SAAM), 

we rally to draw attention to an 

issue that our culture often turns a 

blind eye to.   
 By now, the statistics may 

be familiar, but they never cease to 

outrage us: in the US, 1 in 5 wom-

en and 1 in 71 men have been 

raped in their lifetime and nearly 

1 in 2 women and 1 in 5 men 

have experienced other forms of 

sexual violence.  73% of all sexual 

assaults are committed by someone 

known to the victim.   
 We rally because these numbers represent our experiences, and those 

of our friends, neighbors, children, classmates, clients.  SAAM is about all of 

us standing together to say, “This is not OK, this should not be happening, we 

are here for each other.”  Join us: 
 

 April 10th, Pittsfield - Park Square, 4-6pm 
 

 April 17th, Great Barrington - across from the 

Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center, 4-6pm 
 

 April 24th, North Adams - City Hall lawn, 4-
6pm.  

 

 Just bring yourself and your friends, we’ll 

bring signs for anyone who’d like to carry one.   

Other SAAM Events 

 Can’t make it to one of our Sexual Assault Awareness 

Month (SAAM) rallies?  Look for our SAAM exhibits at the 

libraries in Pittsfield, Lee, North Adams, and Great Barrington.  And on April 

8th, North Adams Mayor Richard Alcombright will be issuing a proclama-

tion in support of SAAM and Elizabeth Freeman Center at the City Council 

meeting at 7:00 pm.  

Get WIC It 

 The North Ad-

ams WIC office has 

moved from its previ-

ous location at 85 

Main Street to 37 

Main Street, Suite 

301 (above Berkshire Bank).   
 WIC gives free healthy food 

and nutrition counseling to pregnant 

women, new mothers, infants, and 

young children.  Call (413) 663-3012 

for more information.   

North Adams 

Regional  
Hospital Clos-

ing 

 We are in shock along with the 

rest of the community at the abrupt clos-

ing of NARH and join the fight to keep 

it open.   
 We have worked closely over 

the years with the dedicated NARH staff 

to support survivors seeking help fol-

lowing a rape or attack.  We need this 

vital resource.  

Supreme Court 

Hears Case on Con-

traception Coverage 

 In March, the Supreme Court 

heard oral arguments on whether em-

ployers may refuse to cover contracep-

tion in employees’ health care plans on 

the grounds that it goes against their 

religious beliefs.   



 

Thank You for Making International Women’s Day a Great Success 
 

 We would like to say a huge THANK YOU to Sabrina and Chin, owners of Flavours of Malaysia in Pittsfield, 

for hosting a fabulous International Women’s Day Celebration, and to everyone who joined us and contributed to mak-

ing the event such a success.  Thank you for helping us celebrate women everywhere and support Elizabeth Freeman 

Center.  We had a blast and can’t wait for next year’s celebration. 

Sabrina and Chin Good food and good company Thank you to everyone who came 

TAFDC: Level Funding, Big Difference 
  

 Elizabeth Freeman Center as a member of the Berkshire 

Commission on the Status of Women recently contributed to a letter 

signed by 48 state representatives, including all four Berkshire 

County state representatives, asking that the House Ways and 

Means Committee maintain level funding for the public welfare 

cash assistance program, TAFDC, and raise the monthly benefit 

levels.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The number of families on TAFDC in the state has de-

clined, but those who receive the benefit - about 2/3 of whom are 

survivors of violence - live on benefits that are 60% below the pov-

erty level and which have not been increased for over 14 years.  

Maintaining level funding would allow the state to pay struggling 

families around $70/month more, which for some would represent 

the difference between making rent and being homeless. 
 Please thank our representatives – Rep. Tricia Farley-
Bouvier, Rep. William Smitty Pignatelli, Rep. Gailanne M. Cariddi, 

Rep. Paul W. Mark – and join them in supporting this effort to build 

a true safety net for vulnerable children and families. 

A Reason to Smile 
Amazon.com will donate 0.5% 

of the price of eligible pur-

chases to Elizabeth Freeman Center.  Visit 

smile.amazon.com and choose us as your charity.  

Elliptical for Sale 
We are selling a used E820 Sports Art Fitness El-

liptical Machine, generously donated to us by a 

community member. $500 or best 

offer.  Contact Becca at 499-2425 

if you are interested.  All sale pro-

ceeds will support Elizabeth Free-

man Center. 

Donations that Touched our Hearts 

  

 While we’re on the 

subject of thanks, we want to 

acknowledge the generosity 

and thoughtfulness of a few of 

our donors (though the senti-

ment applies to all of our do-

nors). 
 Pittsfield’s South Congregational Church 

donated BRTA bus tickets, gas cards, baby moni-

tors, baby wipes, and diapers to our clients.  We so 

appreciate these gifts, as we are always in need of 

diapers and transportation aids.  
 And Reid Middle School fundraised after 

the holidays to donate Beacon movie ticket passes 

to shelter families, while Wahconah High School’s 

Honor Society donated money to the organization.  

Thank you to these impressive young adults! 

From Massbudget.org 

The Declining Value of TAFDC Benefits 


