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Christa Leigh Steele-Knudslien
1975-2018
We are heartbroken and outraged at the death of Christa Leigh Steele-Knudslien, who was
found in her North Adams home on January 5th. Her death has been ruled a homicide and
her husband has been charged with her murder. Christa is both the first alleged domestic
violence related death in MA and the first reported homicide of a transgender person in
the United States for 2018.
As Janis Broderick, our Executive Director said, “When we lose someone to intimate
partner violence in our county, it is devastating. It leaves a hole in our hearts and in the
fabric of our community. As a transgender woman, Christa was a vital part of the LGBTQ
community as well. Her murder reminds us that trans and gender-nonconforming
people face extraordinary levels of violence, and that sometimes they experience this
violence at the hands of the people closest to them. This cannot go on. Now more than
ever, affirming services for LGBTQ survivors of violence are needed in our communities.”

The North Adams community is mobilizing to address domestic violence. The City
Council, led by councilmembers Marie Harpin and Ben Lamb, is working with Mayor Tom
Bernard’s office and community partners to create multi-pronged response efforts.
The LGBTQ community is galvanized as well. There will be a standout rally and march in
North Adams to demand an end to the murders of transgender women and gender nonconforming people on Saturday, February 24th, 12pm outside the Northern Berkshire
District Court (111 North Holden Street, North Adams). We hope to see you there.
Reporting for this story was contributed by students from Miss Hall’s Horizons Program.
To read their full article, click here.

Christa

services at

EFC’s LGBTQ Access Project offers
specialized counseling, advocacy,
and support groups for LGBTQ survivors by LGBTQ counselors. Visit elizabethfreemancenter.org/rainbow to
learn more, or call our LGBTQ counselors: Jenn at (413) 329-3628 or
Tess at (413) 429-8190.

Money School Returns

Escuela de Finanzas ha vuelto

Free workshops to build your financial future. Elizabeth Freeman
Center is offering two upcoming series of its award-winning
Money School program – in English (North Adams) and in Spanish (Pittsfield)! For anyone who is a survivor of domestic or sexual violence. With a stipend ($125), dinner, and childcare.

Talleres gratuitos para construir su futuro financiero. ¡Elizabeth
Freeman Center está ofreciendo dos próximas series de su
galardornado Money School - en inglés (North Adams) y en español (Pittsfield)! Para cualquier persona que es sobreviviente de
abuso emocional o verbal, violencia doméstica o sexual. Con un
incentivo de ($ 125), cena y cuidado de niños.

MONEY SCHOOL
(English-language series, North Adams)
February 27 - March 27, every Tuesday 5-8pm
Dinner, stipend ($125), and childcare provided
Contact Donna at 413.499.2425 or
DonnaL@elizabethfreemancenter.org

*Great Barrington series coming in April!*
Pittsfield
43 Francis Ave.
(413) 499-2425

24 hour hotline 1-866-401-2425

ESCUELA DE FINANZAS
(Serie en español, Pittsfield)
Marzo 8 – Abril 5, Cada Jueves 4 a 7pm
Cena, incentivo ($125), y cuidado de niños
Comuníquese con Julian 413.663.7459 o
JulianB@elizabethfreemancenter.org

New address!
Great Barrington
168 Main St., Ste. 4
(413) 429-8190

North Adams
61 Main St., Ste. 202
(413) 663-7459

www.elizabethfreemancenter.org

Action of the Month:
Support the Dreamers
Consider reaching out to local officials in support of a path to
citizenship for “Dreamers,” undocumented young people who
came to this country as minors who seek to live openly and
participate fully in the country they call home.
Know someone who could use help with immigration? Locally,
the Berkshire Immigrant Center is hosting an Immigration
Attorney Workshop on February 17th in Pittsfield, 11a-3pm at
their office on 67 East Street. Call (413) 445-4881 to register.

Quote of the Month
“Imagine feeling like you have no power and no voice.
Well, you know what Larry? I have

both power

and voice, and I am only beginning to just use
them. All these brave women have power, and we
will use our voices to make sure you get what you
deserve: a life of suffering spent replaying the words
delivered by this powerful army of survivors.”
-Aly Raisman speaking at the sentencing hearing of the former USA Gymnastics doctor, Larry Nassar, who has
been sentenced to 40-175 years for
criminal sexual conduct.

Safety and Justice for Immigrants
Program at EFC

March Ahead

March is just around the corner!
Sabrina and Chin of Flavours of
Malaysia are again hosting an
Did you know the law protects survivors of sexual and domestic International Women’s Day Celebraviolence, even if the survivor is not a citizen? EFC has specialized tion with EFC on March 8th. Save the
services for immigrants. Our immigrant & refugee counselor is
date! More information coming soon.
trained in immigration issues and can help survivors with
And stop by the #PressforProgress Art Exhibition in honor of
counseling, advocacy, and paths to citizenship.
International Women’s Day. A portion of proceeds from the
To speak confidentially to our SAJI advocate, please call
event benefit EFC and other local groups. March 8-April 29, The
Silvia at (413) 499-2425. No están solos. Llámenos.
Colonial Theatre, 111 South Street in Pittsfield. Opening reception on Sunday, March 11th, 2-4pm.

Thank You, Holiday Project Donors

A tremendous thank-you to all of the individuals and organizations who donated gifts this December for survivors of domestic
and sexual violence in Berkshire County. Every year, your generosity moves us beyond what words can express. Thank you for
making the holidays brighter for our clients.

Gifts from Sheriff Bowler and the Deputy Sheriff's
Association (L) and from Mezze Bistro + Bar (R).

Welcome New Staff
We are excited to introduce our newest staff members! (from L
to R): Amanda (Finance), Silvia (immigrant advocate), Rose
(Disability Justice advocate), Nicole (Shelter Director), and Tess
(South County and LGBTQ counselor/advocate, not pictured).
Jess (far right), already a fabulous presence at our reception
desk, will be adding shifts as shelter relief.

